(Doctor  of  Laws,  honoris  causa. 

‘February  23, 2001  L 


‘Treasurer 

Tits  my  pleasantcUmj  to  present  to  you  and  to  this  Convocation,  the 
JbnoumbUCHr Justice  yVilliamlan  ComaL$wnie, andreguestthat 
youconftruponhUn  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  honoris  causa* 

Called  to  the  (Bar  in  Ontario  ini96i,  he  quickly  displayed  those  talents 
whichwere  to  make  Hmotleaderofthe  UtigaHonbar:  the  ability 
to  isolate  the  key  elements  ofacase ,  to  bring  the  lour  to  bear  on 
those  elements,  andthe  skill  to  develop  his  argument  in  a  clear 
cogent  and  persuasive  manner  Cburing  his  years  at  the  bar; 
he  practised  before  all  levels  of  court  and  administrative 
tribunals,  arguing  leading  civil  and  cons  dtudonal  cases  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  and  the  International  Court  of  Justice , 

OTis  judgment  and  legalanalysis  were  tndemandnotonUj  by 
private  clients  but  by  governmentsas  well  Ate  was  Special/ 
(Parliamentary  counsel  to  the  JointSencuc  andjiouse  of  Commons 
Committee  examining  the  (MeecKLake  Accord,  andhe  advised 
the  Cicwmxmentofdeufhtn^  respecting  constitutional 
amendments  to  the  Jerms  of  Union. 

^romi9&2  to  i98>6,  as Associate Cbeputy (Ministerof Justice  for 
Canada?  he  was  responsible  for  dll  litigation  involving  the 
Crown  inright  of  Canada,  and  advised  the  government  ore 
ChtmerandAbori^indliss  ues- 

(fhroughout  his  career,  his  wvtcmdkis  obvious  enjoyment  of 
the  collegiaUty  of  the  bar,  combined  withhis  abilities  both 
asaUdgatorandlegal  scholar,  firmly  estabUshedHmAnthe 
first  rank  of  the  legal  profession  enCanada.lirJustice  (Bennie, 


rTrcasurcr;  has  tkroughouthis  carter;  both  as  Oypractismg  lawyer 
andsince  199&  as  eCjustice  of  the  Supreme  CenTr  of  Canadriy 
demonstrated  those  traits  of  service  arvtpro  fessionaUsnv  that 
m  holdmhi0hesteem  andlashtherefvre  that  yen  bestour 
uporehbn  the  degree  ofsbootorofLawsj  honoris  c^xba  ■ 


